On the south-western соавт of India lies Kerala, a sunny land, 
full ої palm-fringed beaches алд quiet lagoons. Kerala ав we 
know it today came into existence only after independence. For- 
merly, it consisted of the princely states of Travancore and 
Cochin and the British district of Malabar. By the eighteenth 
century, the British had already established a foothold in Travan- 
core. The East Indla Company had a treaty with the Маћагеја of 
Travancore by which the Мапагаја agreed to pay the British a 
yearly tribute of віх lakhs of rupees in return for British protec- 
tion. 


Вејагагле Varma was only sixteen years old when he became 
the Maharaja of Travancore іп 1798. His Diwan (or Dalawa), 
Jayanathan Sankaran Namboodiri, taking advantage of his 
youth, imposed crushing taxes on the people and merrily put the 
money into his own pocket. With the British Resident on his 
side, he enjoyed unlimited power and became a despot The 
people could bear this по longer: the time was пре for "ви. 
They rebelled, led by the heroic Velu Thampi, and the [wan 
was overthrown, 


Velu Thempi, later, became the Diwan, He reduced the taxes 
and introduced many reforms, but he ruled with an iron hand. 
When the East India Company began interfering with the inter- 
nal affairs of Travancore—Diwen Velu Thampi took up arms 
against the British. The Minister of Cochin, Paliathu Achchan 
and his forces also joined the struggle. Velu Thampi issued a 
rousing cry for freedom and mustered support in his fight 
against the imperialists. But it was an uneven battle, for the 
British were too strong for him. 
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БЕШ 7HAMPI, STARTED HIS_ CAREER AS А TEHSILDAR IN THE KINGDOM OF 
TRAVANCORE “DURING THE REIGN OF МАНАШЫЙ ВАЕАВАМА VARMA. 
ЗЛОМ PACT OF KERALA 
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71 WAS AN UNHAPPY TIME FOR THE PEOPLE OF | 
TRADANCORE. UNJUST TAXES HAD RUINED 


THE DIWAN WAS RUTHLESS АМО OPPRESSED. 
THE PEOPLE. THE MAHARAJA COULD NOT CHECK 
НИ. HE WAS ONLY SIXTEEN | 

YEARS OLD AND WAS IN THE 
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БЕШ, ТНАМРІ SAW THE DIWAN N THE МАНАКАЈА'5 | |THE ARROGANCE OF THE DIWAN 
BALANQUIN. HE TURNED ТО HIS BROTHER, INCENSED VELU THAMPI. 
МАВНАМ. 
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INA RAGE, THE РМИМ RETURNED TO 
TRIVANDRUM, THE CAPITAL „НЕ MET HIS 
FAITHFUL FRIEND, ТАКАКАМ, A PLANTER. 


А YOUNGSTER WHOSE 
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НАТНАТ THAT'S GOOD IDEA! 
SIMPLE | ҮЕ SHALL LET THE PEOPLE: 
JUST LEVY SOME PAY FOR OUR 


үр МОРЕ PLEASURES! 
Звали 


укш THAMPL 


THE DIWAN TOOK HIS PLANS TO THE MAHARAJA. 


THESE NEW 

TAXES 400 PROPOSE 

TO LEVY SEEM 
VER? HIGH. 


THE PEOPLE WERE INDIGNANT AT THE 
CRUEL NEW TAXES. 


THEY TURNED FOR HELP ТО VELU 
ТНАМРІ WHO HAD, IN THE РА 
VICTIMS OF INJUSTICE. Б 


50 THEY WENT WITH VELU ТНАМРІ ТО 
TRIVANDRUM. 
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AND ма COUNTRY, 28 
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1 АМ RUINED. ЧОЇ ВЕ CALM! ЈЕ 904 
MUST HELP МЕ, HAVE А PLAN, ТЕЦ 
‘COL-MACAULAG. МЕ ABOUT IT. 
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AT THE COURT OF THE MAHARAJA — 


THE BRITISH ARE 
NOW DEMANDING EIGHT 
LAKHS OF RUPEES. 

THIS. 16 
IMPOSSIBLE! 


DELU ТНАМР) WAS FACED WITH THE 
DIFFICULT TASK OF RAISING EIGHT _ Б 
LAKHS OF RUPEES. 


VELU THAMPL 
НЕ INTRODUCED STERN MEASURES AGAINST HOARDERG... 
VELU THAMPI ( РЕОРСЕ WILL Е 7 
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t сто чесна 
WHEN DELL WENT ТО HIS ANCESTRAL HOME MOTHER, IN WHAT 

FOR A REST — а CATEGORY DID THE | WELL, 
OFFICIAL PLACE 
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VELU ТНАМРІ 


„ВИТ THE ACTOF 
ТПЕ OFFICIAL WAS 
UNPARDONABLE. 
ТАМ AFRAID НЕ 
WILL HAVE, ТО 


PUNISHED. 


LET IT BE KNOWN 
THAT HENCEFORTH CORRUPTION 
WILL NOT BE TOLERATED, NO 
МАН, RICH OR РООК 9 ABOVE 
THE LAW. THE LAW 


APPLIES TO EVERYONE 
EQUALLY—MUSELF 
INCLUDED! 
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HAS CONFISCATED ALL 
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VELL ТНАМР/ REPLIED CURTLY, 
REFUSING THE RESIDENT'S 


| ЛЕШ ТНАМР! 04069 TO 

REFUSE MY REQUEST Є 
PLL CRUSH HIM PLL 

ASK THE MAHARAJA 
TO DISMISS HIM. 


DELU THAMP] WAS FURIOUS WHEN HE HEARD OF THE INCIDENT. 
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А HARD TASK— 
FIGHTING THE 
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THE TROOPS WERE KEPT IN) 
FIGHTING TRIM. 


MAHARAIA OF چا‎ 
COCHIN HAS PromseD JERS 
то SUPPORT US ЦУС 


و ووه دود ووي 
THE FORCES OF VELU ТНАМРІ CLASHED WITH THE BRITISH.‏ 


тро она HAVE THE 
BRITISH OPPRESSED Us, 
NOW WE SHALL ВЕ 
FREE. 
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ESCAPED вит 
РО NOT FEAR | 


Т вит VELU тнамрг VICTORY 
WAS SHORT-LIVED. 


THE BRITISH ARE 


FROM 
SHALL WE DO Є 


COURAGE, 
BROTHER. 


кран‏ وو د سسس 
THE MIGHTY BRITIGH NADY BLASTED THE‏ 


ОНЕ LAST EFFORT, MY 
FRIENDS, AND WE SHALL 
SHAK! 


МЕ WILL DIE 
RATHER THAN BOW 
TO тн / 

BRITISH! 


BUT,ALAS ! ONE BY ONE, THE TOWNS FELL з AND FINALLY THEY САМЕ VERY 
То THE BRITISH... TRIVANDRUM. 


TRIVANDRUM, <<< (VELL ТНАМРЈ HASTENED TO KILIMANOOR| 
WILL FALL TO THE WHERE THE MAHARAJA WAS IN 
BRITISH AN BROTHER, УЕ | RESIDENCE. 
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1 HAVE СОМЕ. 
=) |ТО SEE HIS HIGH- 
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WILL BE 50. 
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REVENGE 
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ват VELUTHAMP!, THE BRAVE РАМ HAD 1 
INTO HIDING, ALONG WITH HIS BROTHER. | 


COME 
QUICKLY, BROTHER. 
WE HAVE VERG 

LITTLE 


THEY REACHED А DESERTED TEMPLE | | THEY APPROACHED GODDESS BHAGAWATI— 
АТ МАММАРІ, а | 
WE SHOULD т | 
THEY WILL ВЕ | 
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NOT THINK OF 
SEARCHING THE 
TEMPLE. 


А LITTLE MORE 
TIME, 
PADMANABHAN. 


TOPAL THAT DREAM 
LIES SHATTERED. BUT. 
| THERE WILL ВЕ OTHERS 
ТО CONTINUE THE 
STRUGGLE... 
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EVENTUALLY, 

THE BRITISH 
WILL BE DRIVEN 
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LISTEN! ро 404 
ЕАР THAT SOUND, 
PADMANABHAN? 


он, | CANNOT! 
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MOTHER, TIT 
GIVE МЕ ЧОЙР: Š 
BLESSINGS. bó 
BROTHER, 
DON'T! 
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VERY SOON,THE TEMPLE WAS SURROUNDED BY THE BRITISH. 
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THE SOLDIERS WERE TOO LATE. 8 
DELU ТНАМР/ HAD ESCAPED. 


“оц ARE TOO 
LATE ! LOOK, THERE 
LIES УЕШ THAMPI! 
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ВИТ THE MEMORY OF YELL THAMPI, ONE OF 
THE FIRST OF OUR FREEDOM “FIGHTERS, LIVES ON. 
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Dipy the Ki Silver Streak 5 ready 
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SQUASHED! 
Right pardner. Dipy's squashes and syrups, — 
Эге а real knock-outi And just yun uy Віру з 
Ketchups, jams and jellies, youl find Dipys 
i the fastest draw on the table! 

Dipye Lamon, Orange, Mango Savashes, 
Lemon Barley Wate Lime Cordial 

Frolic Fruit Flavoured Syrup and a mouth 
waterin! variety of other вугарь! 


Dipy’s is real fruity 
—so fresh ‘n’ juicy. 
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